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FORREST TAVERN, MUMBALLUP 
Grievance 

DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [9.40 am]:  My grievance is to the minister representing the Minister for Racing 
and Gaming.  I will outline the history of my grievance.  One of the most common issues that people raise with 
my electorate office is the trouble they have dealing with bureaucracy, particularly getting bureaucracy to listen 
to them.  I suspect that a government member would ring the appropriate minister and have things fixed.  It is 
difficult in opposition, because we are unable to ring a minister.  Perhaps, and I will come to this later, I should 
have been ringing Burkie on this issue and asking him for a solution.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  You probably should have if you are in Crichton-Browne’s faction.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  If this issue came under the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, I suspect that a phone 
call to Brian Burke would have fixed it overnight.  His tentacles have spread throughout her department in the 
extreme.   

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I do not have time for interjections, member for Yokine.   

On 13 September last year I put a question on notice to the Minister for Racing and Gaming about the Forrest 
Tavern, which is located at Mumballup, about halfway between Collie and Donnybrook on the Boyup Brook 
road.  Many members have probably dropped in there, including the member for Peel; I have.  Apart from a 
couple of houses, there is nothing near that tavern.  It has a long and proud tradition and history, and two-up 
games have been held there for 81 years, which means that it has a reasonable history.  My question on notice 
reads as follows - 

(1) Why after 81 years of hosting two-up games, has the 5 year license renewal been refused by 
the Department of Racing and Gaming?  

(2) What course of action do the owners of the Tavern have to appeal this decision?  

The minister at that stage was probably the member for Rockingham and the answer was correct.  He managed 
to fluke a correct answer.  He replied that an official application had not been received.  I seek to table this copy 
of the question on notice, which is the first of two questions on notice, for the information of members. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]  

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  At that stage an official application had not been lodged but a verbal application had been 
made.  I put the same question to the minister on 27 February this year.  At that stage there had been a change in 
the minister responsible.  My question was - 

(1) Why after 81 years of hosting two-up games, has the 5 year license renewal been refused by 
the Department of Racing and Gaming?  

I received the same answer.  In fact, the answer says to refer to the first answer.  I seek leave to table a copy of 
my second question for the remainder of today’s sitting.   

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I was intrigued by this.  Apparently, the department had not received an application.  I will 
in a minute seek to table the application that was lodged with the Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup on 
21 December 2006.  Members may ask why the minister might be misleading the house over a question on 
notice.  I was surprised and asked what would possibly excuse this level of incompetence.  We on this side are 
used to it from a number of members and ministers opposite.  To try to excuse this level of incompetence, I 
thought that maybe the local authority had failed to forward the application.  The Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup 
is a great shire, but it was possible that it could have made a mistake, because nobody is perfect and a clerical 
error might have occurred.  I rang the shire, because the officers are very approachable, and asked on what date 
the application was forwarded.  It was forwarded in December 2006 and it is registered in the shire’s list of 
outgoing mail.  I have a copy of the application.  I ask members to note that the word “rejected” is written across 
it.  That word was not written by an officer of the Shire of Balingup-Donnybrook but by the manager of the 
Forrest Tavern when he received a phone call saying that the tavern would never again be granted a licence to 
hold two-up games.  The application was approved and certified by the Shire of Balingup-Donnybrook.  I seek 
leave of the house to table the application for the remainder of today’s sitting. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 
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Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I will also table a copy of the certification that was required to go with that application, in 
case there is any confusion about whether the application went ahead. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  This is not a new issue.  The Donnybrook Bridgetown Mail on Tuesday, 30 January 2007 
ran an article after the local journalist had met with the manager of the tavern.  The article states - 

Staff and patrons of the Forest Tavern . . . are fighting to save a traditional event from being stopped by 
government bureaucracy.   

That is a disgrace.  It is interesting that the article states - 

Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor communications co-ordinator Doug White said the Forest 
Tavern had never held a licence of any sort to hold two-up events. 

He said the tavern held an approved permit certificate for gaming events like bingo but not for two-up.  

I seek leave to table that article for the remainder of today’s sitting.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Hang on, member, take a breath.  I place that document on the table for the 
remainder of today’s sitting. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I will also table the approved premises licence for the Forrest Tavern.  It reads - 

This approval is subject to the express condition that the holder will comply with the following 
conditions: 

1. Gaming Types:  TWO-UP 

Why would the Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor purge itself in the newspaper?  What is the 
department and what is the minister doing putting forward an answer that suggests no application has been 
received?  The previous application expired on 30 December 2006.  I look for one reason to say that this 
government has not acted corruptly and we should have got Brian Burke to fix it.  Maybe this licence applies 
only to the premises and there is no licence to hold events.  I seek to table licences TU002497, TU002642, 
T0002412 and T0002326 - all are licences approved to hold two-up at the Forrest Tavern at Mumballup. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Deputy Premier) [9.47 am]:  The government can tell when an opposition is in 
the dog days of its period out of power.  Members opposite are right in the horrible depths of opposition, 
grasping at straws and stirring up issues when none exist. 

Several members interjected.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members, this is not how we conduct grievances.  It is not an opportunity for a 
free-for-all.   

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I noted the member’s ridiculous comments about lobbyists.  I understand that the approved 
procedure in the opposition is for a meeting to be organised with Noel Crichton-Browne in a car in a car park.  If 
the member wants to talk about lobbyists, he should ask his colleague the member for Vasse how to have a 
meeting with Noel Crichton-Browne in an environment where the Corruption and Crime Commission would not 
have a telephone intercept or microphone.  Apparently, the approved Liberal Party procedure is to go to a car 
park and have a meeting.   

Regardless of those issues, the licensee of the Forrest Tavern is owed a proper answer on this issue, and I will 
give the answer.  The Forrest Tavern is located at Mumballup, which is within a 200-kilometre radius of 
Burswood Casino and is, therefore, subject to the Casino (Burswood Island) Agreement Act, which precludes the 
playing of two-up in Mumballup except, firstly, on Anzac Day in RSL premises and, secondly, at an event for 
which the Gaming and Wagering Commission may issue a permit on direction by the minister where the minister 
determines the event to be a major sporting event, a special occasion, or in other exceptional circumstances.   

In past years, including 2006, the minister has directed the commission to issue a permit to the Collie Cycle Club 
to conduct two-up on one day in August at the Forrest Tavern, Mumballup, in recognition of the historical 
significance of the Donnybrook cycle race to the region.  There is no reason that the issuing of a permit in these 
circumstances should not continue.  The licensee of the Forrest Tavern was issued with an approval of premises 
certificate as a premises suitable to conduct gaming, which expired on 31 December 2006.  On 21 December 
2006 the licensee of the Forrest Tavern applied for a renewal of the premises’ certificate for a five-year period to 
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enable it to conduct only two-up.  As the tavern is located within the 200-kilometre radius of the Burswood 
Casino and therefore a standard permit for the conducting of two-up cannot be issued, the application could not 
be approved. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  When was the Burswood Casino act passed? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  About 1985. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  Why did they get a five-year licence from 2001 to 2006? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I can speak only on the advice I have been given on the legal situation.  It cannot get the 
permit under the law.  I am sure the member for Capel would not want us to take administrative action in breach 
of laws passed by this Parliament. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  Which minister broke the law by giving them a permit from 2001 to 2006? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  The member for Capel appears to want the government to break the law.  I tell the member 
for Capel that we will not break the law on this issue.  The member for Capel can meet whichever lobbyist he 
likes in a car in a car park and he can take the member for Vasse with him, but the government is not going to 
break the law. 

I repeat: as the tavern is located within the 200-kilometre radius of the Burswood Casino and therefore a 
standard permit for the conducting of two-up cannot be issued, the application could not be approved.  That is 
advice that the member and the licensee ought to know.  However, that is beside the point.  If the Collie Cycle 
Club applies to conduct two-up in August 2007 at the Forrest Tavern in Mumballup under the same conditions as 
in previous years, as part of the approval process, the commission will approve the Forrest Tavern as premises 
suitable to conduct two-up on that one day in August.   

There we have the situation: a lot of sound and fury and irrelevant references to lobbyists, and all for nothing.  
There is no reason that the historical pattern of two-up in association with the Collie Cycle Club’s event in 
August should not continue.  There is no reason that event should not continue.  What happens normally is that 
an application is made by the Collie Cycle Club and the minister can direct the commission to approve the 
application and, at the same time, the commission will approve the premises for the location of the two-up.  The 
member is confused about what should happen.  The member is trying to get a five-year general permit for two-
up activities to be conducted at the Forrest Tavern whereas the process is to obtain a permit for the one day in 
association with the approval to conduct two-up by the Collie Cycle Club.  I repeat: we must be in the terrible 
dog days of opposition when a member goes to these lengths to stir up an issue when no issue exists at all.  I 
assure the licensee of the Forrest Tavern in Mumballup and the Collie Cycle Club that there is no reason seen by 
the government that previous arrangements should not apply concerning the Collie Cycle Club’s historic event. 
 


